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Public Health Problem 
Daviess and Henderson counties are two adjacent counties of the Green River District in western Kentucky 
with populations of 91,545 and 44,829, respectively. The estimated number of adult Kentuckians diagnosed with 
diabetes in 2002 was 7.8 percent with an additional 3.9 percent having undiagnosed diabetes. Based on this 
data, estimations of adults with diabetes in Daviess and Henderson counties were 7,969 and 3,955, respectively 
(11.7 percent). 

Taking Action 
The Daviess and Henderson County Diabetes Coalitions were formed in 1995 and 1996, respectively, utilizing 
the “Diabetes Today” model as a CDC project with the Kentucky DPCP. Both coalitions were formed to exam
ine issues and problems related to diabetes within their communities and formulate ongoing plans to decrease 
the diabetes burden. 

The Daviess County Diabetes Today Coalition's accomplishments include: holding a diabetes expo and panel of 
experts for the eighth consecutive year with 200 to 300 in attendance annually; initiating a diabetes speakers 
bureau that gave 16 presentations to more than 350 persons in 2003; and developing and distributing a regional 
diabetes resource directory that is serving as a model for other regional and state directories. 

The Henderson County Diabetes Today Coalition's accomplishments include: holding a "Diabetes Bash" for six 
consecutive years, netting anywhere from $12,000 to $16,000; receiving a listing as one of 31 "Models that 
Work" by the Healthy Kentucky Foundation in 2003; and conducting the Diabetes Panel of Experts Forum with 
88 in attendance for three consecutive years. 

Implications and Impact 
A small group of passionate, committed partners for diabetes, formed as a CDC “Diabetes Today” project, truly 
have impacted diabetes in Kentucky. The coalitions were instrumental in local and statewide diabetes efforts to 
educate policymakers regarding diabetes control and prevention issues. Outcomes included: diabetes state funding 
being maintained and the passing of a law that mandated that specific diabetes questions be added to Kentucky 
death certificates. The coalitions also completed nearly 50 diabetes screenings and preventive education events 
with local hospital, health department, pharmacies, and others, with approximately 1,500 people being tested 
(more than 80 referrals). 

Contact Information 

Kentucky Department for Public Health - Diabetes Prevention and Control Program 
275 East Main Street, HS1C-B, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621-0001 

Phone: (502) 564-7996 www.kentucky.gov 
http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/exemplary 
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